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I begin my slory reosunirg my ovn tranels from S1Lusa, traveling through the Carbbean gands on =y way to Canada. . | recall the mountains of my ikdsocd home that | felin love wifh. Bulit has been aleng time snce | havebeen there. mogt S0 years-  20d al  nave e weathered phatagraphs and
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google images of the shes | fved 1. . rething s s powerk| &s my memories, bul even that is sowty fading. Somebmes | stare e the distance just brying to make oul the seznes inmy mind.. | have golten used fo bhe realzation thal | may never see thesein personeveragan. .. | came bo Canadawith notfing
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When | wasin my early iwentes | gat 2 job s & youth warker 2t @ communkiy cenlre fere, and began seeing =yse lees as avicdie and raiher, asa foundation for t2 underserved in the communty. | had tabe streng and become lhal persan. Il was what was needed Afler woriing for a nueber of yea's | became
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confdent in iy roie, | was ariculate and pro‘essional, & the same time warm ard personable.. people saw my Fumour and the way | coud hold thelr aienten in  converealion or e a fantasic loast and | refumed thel trust wifh resourcelingss ad love. The chikirenintee community lreated me 25 2 tig sister, 2

e s R —
fendand evenamom Ablhe height of my work | started 8 communty hub and worked hard to develop the space. getting donaiens fr food, supiies and making connections for grants, anding | recal how tired | was constartly, how my brow was 2hways covered in sweat, how my eyes seeed to fall shit the montent
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I got beme every nght: kut alse how | somehow found Ihe enzrgy for anyane who had a queston, a request o [ust naeded help. | got maied, had kids, had a whiwind of a cecade where | esiablshed mysel 23 a kaderin the com=unty evenwinning an award corfened by the faderal govemmens of Canada
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lrecailw#lngwonrld'dbﬁupludnuwnd:rrwmm;ng Immen\barheoonmmm hn'fora -Mat:l e words 'fre m algooe andlreai.zedm!hadhappmed My youlh certre had been bumito e ground-an elecirial fauk or a careless stove lop accident nobody everfundoul |y /(0 woncy ab
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Iy cenirahad been the 0712 stop shop for ks, youth, the eidedyin hie communty ta comebyto be cared for every singie day and now 1 was gane And | had ta remain sirong. I the menths folowng, al other community huds became ovemun wif: te peor, the ungy and the hameless who had lod aplace o go

and very cuicky frings started faling eparl, Emergency ie mslretuhed tothe imt and as the Panders's began and searedin o.rrebﬂbamood , Subslanca abuse, domestic violence and death became more prevaent Ihan they had ever been, Inane of my Visks 102 shelier, | recall meating an abused woman
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whn had been forced % enchange sexual favers for femining hygiene products. | met a 8. bstence abuser and her care-giver, a¢ ikensd as ey eriec logether 2boul wihirawal, halucinglion anc the geping wound that the Panfemic hadlet on al of us. | remembered 2 chalr | saw that was covered in foces
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| remenmber Ihe smel, 2nd the sounds in the space and tne despair thal seemed o be writen ko the very wals arowrdme. and | reembered once again how far away my Feme and the mourkaing in 8t Lucia had felt



